
  Enterprise Zone 
     in James City County 

    

 
2.  Improvement Fee Waivers  - Local permit fees waived for site plans, subdivisions, erosion, 
and sediment control, land disturbing, building, electrical, plumbing, and HVAC.  
 
3.  Sewer Transmission Fee Reduction  - The James City Service Authority will reduce sewer 
transmission fees for businesses by 50 percent for first five years of operation. 
 
4.  Use of Process Water  - Businesses will be  allowed to use industrial process water from 
permitted wells within the zone.  
 
5.  EDA Fee Waiver  - The Economic Development Authority will waive administrative 
application fees for bond financing ( except for legal fees). 

  

OVERVIEW 
A southeast portion of James City County has been designated by the State of Virginia as an enterprise zone, effective 
January 1, 1996 until 2016, and is known as the James River Enterprise Zone. The program is a State and local  
partnership in which both parties seek to improve economic conditions within a targeted geographic area by offering 
incentives for commercial and industrial investment, development, and expansion. Both State and local incentives 
are available. A company locating in the zone may qualify for either or both. 
 
The  James River Enterprise Zone  �L�V���U�R�X�J�K�O�\���E�R�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���5�W���������������W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���O�L�Q�H�����6�N�L�I�I�H�¶�V���&�U�H�H�N�����W�K�H���-�D�P�H�V��
River, and Rt. 60. The zone is a 5.6 square mile area that contains 2,400 acres of land zoned for industrial use. Good 
highway access and industrial capacity utilities are in place. I-64 access is within a five minute drive. 

LOCAL INCENTIVES 
By locating in the James River Enterprise Zone , a business may qualify for any or all of the local incentives     
independent of whether it qualifies for State incentives.  

LOCAL CAPITAL INVESTMENT INCENTIVES 
In order to qualify for local capital investment incentives, a business must make a capital investment of $1 million or 
more in a commercial or industrial project in the zone. Capital investment is defined as money used for land          
improvement, building, infrastructure, machinery and tools, or business personal property.  
 
1.   Economic Development Authority of James City County (EDA) Grants - Five-year declining grants 
�P�D�\���E�H���P�D�G�H���W�R���T�X�D�O�L�I�\�L�Q�J���I�L�U�P�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�D�S�L�W�D�O���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���]�R�Q�H�� 

Business Real Estate  
Improvement/  

 Rehabilitation Exemption 
Percent of Assessed Value 

Year 1 0.45% 

Year 2 0.36% 

Year 3 0.27% 

Year 4 0.18% 

Year 5 0.09% 

Machinery and Tools/
Business Personal  

Property Grant 
Percent of Assessed Value 

Year 1 0.5% 

Year 2 0.4% 

Year 3 0.3% 

Year 4 0.2% 

Year 5 0.1% 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON LOCAL INCENTIVES 

Please contact that James City County Office of Economic Development 
5308 Discovery Park Blvd., Suite 203, Williamsburg, VA 23188  
(757) 253-6607, Fax (757) 565-2208 


